Subject: Request for Approval - ACE for Wildlife Network Empathy Champions Program
Dear [Supervisor’s Name],
I am writing to request your approval to participate in the Advancing Conservation through Empathy for Wildlife (ACE for Wildlife®) Network Empathy Champions program, which will commence this fall. This comprehensive cohort-based program is designed to equip participants with the essential skills to spearhead peer-to-peer outreach initiatives, foster engagement with new partners and expand understanding of empathy for wildlife.
Through individual outreach and engagement activities, my participation will contribute to broadening the reach and impact of both our organization and the ACE for Wildlife Network, locally and nationally. I believe it will raise the stature of our organization as a leader in this space. Simultaneously, this program offers a valuable opportunity for me to develop my professional leadership and communication skills, positioning me as a more effective spokesperson for empathy for wildlife within our field. I am confident that this experience will significantly contribute to my growth in my current role and prepare me for future responsibilities.
I am pleased to share that there is no cost associated with participating in this program. The program requires a total commitment of approximately 40 hours over a 15-month period, averaging about 2-3 hours per month. Importantly, the Network will provide compensation for time spent on program activities, allowing the majority of this commitment to occur outside of regular working hours. It is anticipated that only around 10 hours at the beginning and end of the program (Q4 2026, Q4 2027) might potentially fall within work hours, and I am happy to discuss how we can best coordinate my schedule and any necessary adjustments to ensure minimal disruption.
The program’s learning opportunities include several key topics that I am particularly enthusiastic about: [Select which 3-4 resonate with your work the most]
· Partnership development
· Conservation advocacy
· Message-driven storytelling
· Effective outreach communications
· Media engagement
· Public speaking 
Furthermore, as an Empathy Champion, I will receive approximately 10 hours of professional development focused on enhancing leadership, communication, partnership development, and advocacy skills. In addition to this, the program offers 5-7 hours of individualized coaching to refine messaging and advocacy techniques, all at no cost to our organization. A key component of the program involves developing and implementing an outreach project with a local organization to promote awareness and the application of empathy practices. I am particularly interested in developing a program to engage [INSERT ORGANIZATION]. I believe this initiative could establish a strong foundation for potential future collaborations with this valuable community partner.
This program aligns with several of our current organizational projects and goals:
· [Add bullets with specific examples of how your project and the program content relate directly to your organization's work and objectives. Be specific about the synergies.]
I firmly believe that participating in the Empathy Champions program will be instrumental in my professional development, enabling me to contribute to our organizational mission at a higher level. Moreover, I see this as a strategic opportunity to strengthen our connection with XXX, an organization we have been eager to engage with for some time.
Thank you for considering my request. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with you at your convenience and answer any questions you may have. Additional information about the program can be found on their website: Empathy Champions – ACE for Wildlife Network.
Best regards,
[Your Name]

